Potential sources of Campylobacter species in the homes of farmworkers in Zimbabwe.
Chicken faeces, houseflies, household stored drinking water, cooked or prepared foods and handwashings of people of all age groups and hands of children under 5 years old were examined as potential sources and transmission routes of Campylobacter species in a farmworker community. Campylobacter species were found to be common in chicken faeces collected from the homesteads of the farmworkers but were rarely isolated from houseflies or household stored drinking water. They were not isolated from foods and hands of people of all ages. A comparison of Campylobacter species isolated from humans and chickens showed Campylobacter jejuni to be more common than Campylobacter coli in human isolates while the two species were evenly distributed in chickens. Most of the C. jejuni isolates from humans and chickens belonged to biotype II and none belonged to biotype III. There was some similarity in some C. jejuni serotypes isolated from humans and chickens. Chickens were therefore found to be the main potential source of Campylobacter species in the homes of farmworkers.